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The Honorable Bob Riley, Governor
State of Alabama
Montgomery, Alabama 36130

Dear Governor Riley:

On behalf of the Alabama Ethics Commission, I respectfullypresent to you and the Alabama
Legislature our Annual Report for fiscal year 2006-2007, in compliancewith Section 36-25-3(c),
Code of Alabama. 1975. Included are details of our actions during the year as we strive to fulfill
the responsibilitieswith which we are charged.

Our Commissioners and Staff are very proud of our accomplishmentsduring this fiscalyear, and
following are some of the highlights:

.In fiscal year 2006-2007, we received and investigated 198 complaints, issued 15 formal Advisory
Opinions and 61 informal Advisory Opinions.

· We continued the process with regard to our Statements of Economic Interests by again asking the nearly
1,000 state, county and municipal entities to provide their public officials, employees and candidates for
elective office with a copy of an enclosed Statement of Economic Interests form or enclosed instructions to
download the form from our Web Site.

.Our Educational Programs presented throughout the state totaled 52, and these seminars were attended by
2,511 public officials and public employees, compared to 40 seminars presented and 3,027 attendees the
previous year. To provide additional ethics training for public officials and employees, we have prepared a
seminar package containing a video tape, or DVD depending upon the entity's preference, of an Ethics
Seminar previously presented by James L. Sumner, Jr., Director, to enable the entities to conduct Ethics
seminars for future incoming personnel.

.During 2007, we were able to purge a very significantvolume of Statement of Economic
Interests forms and Lobbyist/Principalforms ITomprevious years. A total volume of 322 cubic
feet of obsolete Statement of Economic Interests forms records were destroyed by our agency. A
total ofl0l cubic feet of permanent records, i.e., previous Statement of Economic Interests forms
of state elected/appointed officialsand agency heads along with Lobbyist and Principal forms
were transferred to the State of AlabamaDepartment of Archives and History for permanent
retention.



The Honorable Bob Riley, Governor
Annual Report, Fiscal Year 2007-2008
Page Two

-Our Educational Programs presented throughout the state totaled 40, and these seminarswere
attended by 3,637 public officialsand public employees. Also the Department of Postsecondary
Education videotaped one of our Ethics seminars and placed it on their Web Site for their
employees throughout the state to view. Over 10,000 employees of the two-year colleges viewed
this seminar and received certificates ftom the Department of Postsecondary Education. To
provide additional ethics training for public officialsand employees, we have prepared a seminar
package containing a prerecorded ethics seminarand other related materials to enable the entities
to conduct Ethics seminars for incoming personnel.

-This was another record lobbyist year, 663 lobbyists registered and 775 principals were
represented. The growth in registered lobbyists in the 10-year period ftom 1999 to 2008 was
significant(ftom 535-663). The total number of principals employing lobbyists in the to-year
period ftom 1999 to 2008 was also significant(ftom 629-775).

Our Commissionersand Staff are committed to fulfillingour responsibilitiesto the citizens of the
state of Alabamato the fullest extent possible and greatly appreciate your support of the Alabama
Ethics Commission.



Annual Report
Fiscal Year

2007-2008

of the

Alabama Ethics Commission

is presented to the

Governor

and the

Alabama Legislature

in compliance with

Section 36-25-3(c), Code of Alabama.. 1975

Alabama Ethics Commission

RSA Union Building, Suite 104

100 North Union Street

Montgomery, Alabama 36104

Telephone: 334/242-2997

Fax: 334/242-0248

Web Site: www.ethics.alabama.gov

James L. Sumner, Jr., Director



ETHICS COMMISSION MEMBERS

COMMISSIONERS TERMEXPIRES

John H. Cooper, Esq., Binningham (Chair, 2007-2008) 2008

Cameron McDonald Vowell, Ph.D., Binningham (Vice Chair, 2007-2008) 2009

Michael K. K. Choy, Esq., Binningham 2010

Linda L. Green, Huntsville 2006

Nancy Edwards Eldridge, Andalusia 2007

Braxton L. Kittrell, Jr., Mobile 2012

Josephine M. Venable 2013

ETHICS COMMISSION STAFF

James L. Sumner, Jr., Director

Hugh R. Evans, III, General Counsel
Julie Davis, Executive Secretary/Recording Secretary

Theresa Davis, Legal Research Assistant

Charles A. Aldridge, Chief Special Agent
DavidGreen,SpecialAgent
VickiWilson,SpecialAgent

Barbi Lee, Fiscal Officer
VickyManning,AccountingTechnician

JoshRoper,Laborer

Marie P. Malinowski, Chief, Administrative Division
Julie Kerce, ASA I

Cathy Taylor, Clerk
Joan Ward, ASA II

Loretta Webb, Clerk
Janice Wolfe, ASA I/Receptionist



CONTENTS

Brief Biographical Informationof the EthicsCommissioners 1

Purpose,Powers andDuties of the Commission 4

SignificantEventsof the year 5

ExpendituresforFiscalYearOctober1, 2007 - September30, 2008 9

CommissionMeetingHighlights 10

Digest of AdvisoryOpinionsPresentedDuringthe Fiscalyear 11

Annual Comparisons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18

Ethics Commissioners... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .19

Ethics Commission Directors. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20



ETHICS COMMISSIONERS

John H. Cooper, Esq.
John H. Cooper, Esq. was confirmed by the Alabama Senate on May 4,2004, to serve a term on the State of
Alabama Ethics Commission to expire on August 31, 2008. He was elected Chair at the August 1,2007,
Commission Meeting. Mr. Cooper was born in 1953 in St. Louis, Missouri and graduated from S.R. Butler
High School in Huntsville, Alabama, in 1971. He received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from
the University of Alabama in Huntsville, a J.D. from the University of Alabama School of Law, and an L.L.M.
Degree in Taxation from New York University School of Law. In 1980, Mr. Cooper joined the law firm of
Sirote & Permutt, P.C., as an associate andbecame a shareholder in 1983. He has served as Presidentand CEO
ofSirote & Permutt since 1999. Mr. Cooper has served as an adjunct professor in the University of Alabama
School of Law and in the law school's graduate tax program since 1982,where he teaches AdvancedCorporate
Tax. He is past president of the Alabama Chapter of the Arthritis Foundation. Currently, Mr. Cooperserves as
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Greater Birmingham Habitat for Humanity and is a member of the
Vestavia Hills School Board. Mr. Cooper is married to Rhonda S. Cooper, and they have three daughters.

Cameron McDonald Vowell, Ph.D.
Cameron McDonald Vowell, Ph.D., was confirmed by the Alabama Senate on April 6, 2004 for a term which
began September 1, 2004 and expires August 31, 2009. Dr. Vowell was elected Vice Chair at the August 1,
2007, Commission Meeting. She has been active in community affairs since graduation from Hollins College
in 1968. She has her Ph.D. in biochemistry from UAB and an MA in environmental sciences from the
University of Texas at Dallas. She served for fourteen yearson the AlabamaAir Pollution ControlCommission
and its successor agency, the Alabama Environmental Commission. She served for nine years on the national
Board of Governors of The Nature Conservancy and she currently serves on the Board of her alma mater,
Hollins University. Dr. Vowell has worked with a number of groups which encourage philanthropy for causes
affecting women and girls, including the Women's Fund, an endowment for projects benefitting women and
girls. She has served for 11years on the board of the Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham and on
the boards of the Alabama Symphony,Gateway/Familyand Child Services,and the BlackWarrior/CahabaLand
Trust. Dr. Vowell has accepted appointments for boards, commissions and committees from city, state and
county governments. Her most recent activity is in the field of geriatrics. She serves on the Board of
Counselors of the Center for Aging at UAB, and is active in promoting attention to geriatric issues across the
community. Dr. Vowell and her husband Scott, Presiding Circuit Judge of Jefferson County, have one son.

Michael K. K. Choy, Esq.
Michael K.K. Choy, Esq. was confirmed by the Alabama Senate on May 3, 2005, to serve a term on the
Alabama Ethics Commission that began on September 1, 2005, and ends on August 31, 2010. Mr. Choy was
born in Queens, New York on July 29, 1958. He graduated from Holy Family Catholic High School in
Birmingham in 1976. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from the University of
Alabama at Birmingham in 1980, and received his Juris Doctorate from the Cumberland School of Law at
Samford University in Birmingham in 1984. He was a law clerk to the Honorable U.W. Clemon, Chief Judge
ofthe United States District Court for the Northern District of Alabama. After sevenyears as In-HouseCounsel
with BellSouth Corporation, Mr. Choy entered private practice. He is presently a shareholderwith the law firm
of Haskell Slaughter Young & Rediker, LLC, where he practices civil litigation. He is a former Alabama State
Bar Examiner, as well as a former member of the State Bar's Character and Fitness Committee. Mr. Choy is a
Trustee for the J. Craig and Page T. Smith ScholarshipFoundation,whichbenefitsAlabamahigh school seniors
who are first in their family to attend college. He has two daughters.
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Linda Lloyd Green
Linda L. Green was continned by the Alabama Senate on January 17, 2002 to serve a tenn which expired
August 31, 2006. Mrs. Green has continued to serve until her successor is continned. She was elected
Chainnan at the August 3, 2005 Commission meeting. Mrs. Green was born in 1951 in Huntsville, Alabama
and graduated from Huntsville High School in 1969. She has a B.S. degree from the University of Alabama
and an M.S. degree from Auburn University. She also holds FINRA licenses --Series 7, Series 24 and Series
63. Beginning in 1976to 1993,Mrs. Green worked for Parisian, Inc. During this time she servedin a number
of roles before managing each of the two stores in Huntsville. From 1993 to 2007 she worked for Colonial
Bank where she served as CEO and President ofthe Northern Region and EVP ColonialBancGroup- Wealth
Management Director. She currently works with SouthPoint Bank as the Huntsville Market Chainnan. Her
professional and civic activities include serving as a member of the Board of Directors of Intergraph
Corporation from May 2001 to November2006, TreasurerandExecutiveCommitteeofUAH Foundation and
Chainnan of Volunteers of America. Her past involvement is varied, including Vice-Chair and Chair of the
Alabama Space Science Exhibit Commission, the Von Braun Center Board of Control, the Alabama State
Banking Board, 1998 Chair for the Huntsville/Madison County Chamber of Commerce, the Board of
Directors of United Way, and numerous other civic and charitable organizations. Mrs. Green is married to
Randy Green, and they have one son and daughter-in-law.

Nancy Edwards Eldridge
Nancy Edwards Eldridge was continned by the Alabama Senate to serve on the Alabama Ethics Commission
on April 11, 2002. Her tenn expired on August 31, 2007, but she continued to serve until May 8, 2008. She
was elected Chair at the August 2, 2006, Commission meeting. Mrs. Eldridge is currently the practice
manager for Covington Pediatrics. After graduating from Auburn University in 1975, with a B.S. degree in
Housing, Interior Furnishing and Equipment, she moved to Conroe, Texas. She was Assistant to the Vice
President of Texas Commerce Bank and acquired her Texas Real Estate Broker's License. In 1984, Mrs.
Eldridge founded Landmark Properties, a residential construction company. Mrs. Eldridge moved to
Andalusia, Alabama in 1992 and opened the Snap Dragon Interiors and Gifts in 1993. She is married to
Charles Eldridge and they have four children, Jonathan, Billy, Charles Thomas, and Michael. She is a
member of First United MethodistChurch of Andalusia,servingas WorshipCommitteeChainnan, memberof
Staff Parish Relations Committee and Children's Choir Director. Mrs. Eldridge has served on the area Little
League Board, Andalusia High School Athletic Boosters,andparent representativewith SouthernAssociation
of Colleges and Schools.

Braxton L. Kittrell, Jr.
Braxton L. Kittrell, Jr., was continned by the Alabama Senate May 8, 2008, to serve a tenn on the State of
Alabama Ethics Commission ending August 31, 2012. Kittrell received aJ.D. degree from the University of
Alabama in 1967 and began practicing law in Mobile in 1969. He was elected Circuit Judge for the 13th
Judicial Circuit (Mobile County) in 1976, and served in that oftice from January, 1977until he retired in April
of 1999. He served as Presiding Circuit Judge from January 18, 1989 until his retirement. Kittrell was a
member of the Judicial Inquiry Commission of the State of Alabama from 1987-99, and served as its
Chainnan from 1995-99. He was president of the International Academy of State Trial Judges (1982-83);he
served as Chainnan ofthe Regional Planning and Advisory Board for Region 6, Alabama Law Enforcement
Planning Agency (1980-83) and as a member ofthe Executive Committee of the State Supervisory Board of
the Alabama Law Enforcement Planning Agency (1980-83). He served as Chainnan of the Sentencing and
Corrections Committee of the AmericanBarAssociation,Judicial AdministrationDivision from 1993-97,and
as a member of the Executive Committee of the National Conference of State Trial Judges of the American
Bar Association from 1995through 1998. He also served as President ofthe Alabama Association of Circuit
Judges (1996-97), and as a member of the Alabama Supreme Court Court Advisory Committee on Criminal
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Procedure (1997-99). He presently holds membership in the American, Alabama and Mobile Bar
Associations, the Alabama Association of Circuit Judges, the InternationalAcademy of StateTrial Judges, the
American Judicature Society and serves on the board of directors of the Alabama Forest Resources Center.

Josephine M. Venable
Josephine M. Venable was confirmed by the Alabama Senate on May 28, 2008 for a term which began
September 1, 2008 and will expire August 31, 2013. Mrs. Venable is a native of Clio, Alabama where she
graduated from Barbour County High School. She received a Bachelor of Science degree with Education
Certification in Physics, Chemistry and Biologyfromthe Universityof Alabama in 1961.Shetaughtadvanced
science and biology in Montgomery before moving with her husband, the late Honorable Jack B. Venable, to
Washington, D. C. In 1970 they purchased The Tallassee Tribune in Tallassee, Alabama at which time Mrs.
Venable became Co-Owner and Associate Publisher. After the death of her husband, she continued the
newspaper as Publisher and Editor. She sold The Tribune in 2007 and remains as Editor Emeritus. She has
been an active member of the Alabama Press Association formany years,being named to various committees.
Mrs. Venable has served her community as President of the Tallassee Chamber of Commerce and
Secretary/Treasurer of the Tallassee Industrial Development Board. She has also served as Chairman of the
Community Hospital Board of Directors as well as Chairman ofthe Alabama Council of Hospital Trustees.
She continues her service with the board of Community Hospital as a member of the Executive and Finance
Committees. She is a member of the Advisory Board, Elmore Division,BankTrust.Mrs. Venable is amember
of First United Methodist Church of Tallassee having served in many areas including Board of Trustees and
Lay Leader. She has been named to numerous other communityboards and committees.Mrs. Venable andher
late husband have two children, daughter Cameron, son-in-law Steve and son Ben.
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PURPOSE, POWERS AND DUTIES

The Alabama Ethics Commission was established in 1973 by Act No. 1056 of the Alabama
Legislature which has subsequentlybeen amendedby Acts 75-130, 79-460, 79-698, 82-429, 86-321,
92-342,95-194,96-261,97-651,2000-797 and Act. No. 2001-474. The major objectivesof thislaw
are to ensure that public officialsare independent and impartial;that decisionsand policies are made
in the proper governmental channels; that public office is not used for private gain; and, most
importantly, that there is public confidence in the integrity of government.

The members of the Alabama Ethics Commission are appointed by the Governor, Lieutenant
Governor and Speaker of the AlabamaHouse of Representatives with confirmationrequired by the
Alabama Senate.

Duties and responsibilitiesof the Commissionin implementingthe Ethics Law includepreparing and
furnishingrequired disclosureforms; preparing and publishingreporting procedures; makingreports
and statements filed with the Commission availablefor review by the public; investigating alleged
violations of the Ethics Law; issuing and publishing Advisory Opinions; presenting educational
programs on matters of Ethics in government service; preserving statements and reports for four
years; and promulgating rules and regulations.
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